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PAGE 01 BAMAKO 03641 290948Z 

41 

ACTION AF- 18 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO VO-03 SCA-01 L-03 INSE-00 CIAE-00 

INR-10 NSAE-00 RSC-01 SS-20 NSC-10 CPR-02 PRS-01 

DRC-01 /071W 

111357 

R 290905 NOV 73 
FM AMEMBASSY BAMAKO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 821 1 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BAMAKO 3641 

E O 11652N A 
TAGS: ML, US 

SUB J : SENIOR MEMBER MALI GOVT OBJECTED TO AIRPORT FRISKING NEW YORK 

THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE MALI MINISTRY OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS (ALIDOU TOURE) CALLED THE US CHARGE D'AFFAIRES 
TO THE FOREIGN MINISTRY NOV 27 TO CONVEY THE 
OUTRAGE OF CAPITAINE FILIFING SISSOKO FOR BEING FRISKED 
BY CUSTOMS OFFICIALS IN NEW YORK JUST PRIOR TO SISSOKO'S 
DEPARTURE ON NOV 21 AT 19:45 EST ON A PANAM FLIGHT 
TO PARIS. ACCORDING TO TOURE, SISSOKO HAD NOTED ON HIS 
CUSTOMS DECLARATION THAT HE WAS CARRYING A PISTOL IN 
HIS BRIEFCASE WHICH HE INTENDED TO RELINQUISH TO THE AIR 
CREW DURING THE FLIGHT AND THAT HE HAD EXPLAINED THIS TO 
THE CUSTOMS OFFICIALS. IN SPITE OF THE DECLARATION AND 
EXPLANATION, THE CUSTOM OFFICIAL ALLEGEDLY INSISTED ON 
SEARCHING (I.E. FRISKING) SISSOKO. CAPTAIN SISSOKO, 

A LEADING MEMBER OF THE 1 1 -MEMBER MILITARY COMMITTEE 
THAT GOVERNS MALI AND CHIEF ADVISOR TO THE PRESIDENT 
OF MALI, WAS IN NEW YORK TO PRESENT THE RESULTS OF THE 
WORLD PEACE CONFERENCE IN MOSCOW TO UNITED NATIONS 
OFFICIALS. US CHARGE D'AFFAIRES KUNIHOLM APOLOGIZED FOR THE 
INCIDENT AND PROMISED TO INVESTIGATE THE CIRCUMSTANCES. 

ACTION REQUESTED: EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE HAVING 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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DETAILS OF THIS INCIDENT PARTICULARLY WHETHER CAPTAIN 
SISSOKO WAS SINGLED OUT FOR A BODY SEARCH OR WHETHER 
THIS WAS GENERAL CUSTOMS DEPARTURE PROCEDURE FOR ALL 
PASSENGERS THAT PARTICULAR FLIGHT. WHILE EMBASSY CAN 
WELL UNDERSTAND CONCERN THAT GUN MAY HAVE CAUSED TO 
CUSTOMS OFFICIALS NEW YORK, BELIEVE IT WOULD BE HELPFUL 
U.S.-MALI RELATIONS IF PROTOCOL OFFICE OR INS 
N.Y. MIGHT SEND EXPRESSION OF REGRET FOR INCIDENT EXPLAINING 
EXTENUATING CIRCUMSTANCES AND AIRPORT POLICY REGARDING 
SUCH OCCURENCES (I.E. ARE ALL PERSONS EVEN HOLDERS OF 
DIPLOMATIC PASSPORTS PHYSICALLY SEARCHED?). CHARGE WILL 
PERSONALLY EXPRESS REGRETS TO SISSOKO IN THE INTERIM. 

KUNIHOL. 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 



NNN 



*** Current Handling Restrictions *** n/a 

*** Current Classification *** LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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TAGS: ML, US 

SUB J : SENIOR MEMBER MALI GOVT OBJECTED TO AIRPORT FRISKING NEW YORK 

THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE MALI MINISTRY OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS (ALIDOU TOURE) CALLED THE US CHARGE D'AFFAIRES 
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TO THE FOREIGN MINISTRY NOV 27 TO CONVEY THE 
OUTRAGE OF CAPITAINE FILIFING SISSOKO FOR BEING FRISKED 
BY CUSTOMS OFFICIALS IN NEW YORK JUST PRIOR TO SISSOKO'S 
DEPARTURE ON NOV 21 AT 19:45 EST ON A PANAM FLIGHT 
TO PARIS. ACCORDING TO TOURE, SISSOKO HAD NOTED ON HIS 
CUSTOMS DECLARATION THAT HE WAS CARRYING A PISTOL IN 
HIS BRIEFCASE WHICH HE INTENDED TO RELINQUISH TO THE AIR 
CREW DURING THE FLIGHT AND THAT HE HAD EXPLAINED THIS TO 
THE CUSTOMS OFFICIALS. IN SPITE OF THE DECLARATION AND 
EXPLANATION, THE CUSTOM OFFICIAL ALLEGEDLY INSISTED ON 
SEARCHING (I.E. FRISKING) SISSOKO. CAPTAIN SISSOKO, 

A LEADING MEMBER OF THE 1 1-MEMBER MILITARY COMMITTEE 
THAT GOVERNS MALI AND CHIEF ADVISOR TO THE PRESIDENT 
OF MALI, WAS IN NEW YORK TO PRESENT THE RESULTS OF THE 
WORLD PEACE CONFERENCE IN MOSCOW TO UNITED NATIONS 
OFFICIALS. US CHARGE D'AFFAIRES KUNIHOLM APOLOGIZED FOR THE 
INCIDENT AND PROMISED TO INVESTIGATE THE CIRCUMSTANCES. 

ACTION REQUESTED: EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE HAVING 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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DETAILS OF THIS INCIDENT PARTICULARLY WHETHER CAPTAIN 
SISSOKO WAS SINGLED OUT FOR A BODY SEARCH OR WHETHER 
THIS WAS GENERAL CUSTOMS DEPARTURE PROCEDURE FOR ALL 
PASSENGERS THAT PARTICULAR FLIGHT. WHILE EMBASSY CAN 
WELL UNDERSTAND CONCERN THAT GUN MAY HAVE CAUSED TO 
CUSTOMS OFFICIALS NEW YORK, BELIEVE IT WOULD BE HELPFUL 
U.S.-MALI RELATIONS IF PROTOCOL OFFICE OR INS 
N.Y. MIGHT SEND EXPRESSION OF REGRET FOR INCIDENT EXPLAINING 
EXTENUATING CIRCUMSTANCES AND AIRPORT POLICY REGARDING 
SUCH OCCURENCES (I.E. ARE ALL PERSONS EVEN HOLDERS OF 
DIPLOMATIC PASSPORTS PHYSICALLY SEARCHED?). CHARGE WILL 
PERSONALLY EXPRESS REGRETS TO SISSOKO IN THE INTERIM. 
KUNIHOL. 
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*** Current Handling Restrictions *** n/a 

*** Current Classification *** LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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